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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DHS 3/19/2010

LRB Number 09-3086/2 Introduction Number SB-483 Estimate Type  Original

Description
Prohibiting health insurance policies and self-insured health plans from excluding coverage for injuries

based on the use of alcohol or controlled substances

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill prohibits health insurance plans from refusing to cover medical expenses related to an injury
resulting from the covered individual’'s alcohol or controlled substance use. The bill provides that any cost-
sharing provisions or other limitations that apply under the health plan may be applied to coverage of these
injuries, however. This bill applies to individual and group health insurance policies, including health care
coverage offered by the State.

The provisions of this bill will not apply to state or local administration of the Medical Assistance program. In
Wisconsin, the Medical Assistance (MA) program for families is known as BadgerCare Plus. Enrollees in
BadgerCare Plus are in either the Standard Plan, which does not have coverage limits, or the Benchmark
Plan, which by law has coverage limits that are the same as those provided under the state employee health
plan. The state employee health plan does not refuse coverage of injuries resulting from alcohol or
controlled substance use. As a result, the Benchmark Plan will not be affected by this bill.

There will be no fiscal effect on the Department as a result of this bill.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



